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per cent, per mensem is to run on until such
time as the loan is repaid.
It may be mentioned here, that in bonds of this
sort the cultivator mortgages to the Savkar
the produce of his fields, his cattle and house.
Sometimes the fields themselves are mortgaged.
It need not be stated that the property so
mortgaged remains in possession of the owner,
the Stivkitr merely keeping an eye on him
to see that he does not dispose of it in
any way.
Besides loans in cash, some of the cultivators
take loans in seed-grain, on con-
Sl^0nansofsecd- dition that it is to be returned
at harvest with fifty per cent,
over and above the quantity lent ; but if the
loan is contracted at a time when prices are high
the quantity is doubled. In transactions of this
nature, written agreements are seldom entered
into, the cultivator considering it a religious
debt, which he is anxious to pay at the first,
opportunity. Hence, suits for transactions of